
St. Paul’s Today – September 5, 2017  
 

It is truly hard to believe we are now moving into the fall.  We pray you have 
found some refreshment and renewal during the lovely longer days and warmth 
of summer. 
 
It is with hope and anticipation that we return to some of our regular fall 
activities, but seek to consider new ones as well. 
 
We could not start the fall without saying a sincere thank you to EVERYONE 
who was involved in some way with this summer’s Vacation Bible School – 
“Passport to Peru”.  Over 40 children shared a week of not only learning about 
life in Peru, but also how God loves children everywhere.  Any undertaking like 
this requires an incredible team effort, and this team demonstrated St. Paul’s at 
its finest to our community.  Thank you so much to each one of you for making 
this week such a wonderful experience! 
 
It has been some time since we shared an update, so we would like to provide an 
update on our financial picture as well.  As you know, we had our “Take a Leap 
of Faith” effort this spring, and it is with thanksgiving that together we raised 
$7,285!!  At this time, we are doing well financially, but currently have a small 
deficit of $9,959.  This is often the case at this time of year, and the fall is a time 
to return to regular attendance, giving’s and focus.  God has blessed us richly as 
families, and as a congregation.  With faith and gratitude for everything He has 
given us, we know we will meet our financial needs together. 
 
You may recall last fall, Nancy, Harold, Allister and Hamish Matthews 
graciously welcomed us to their beautiful home, hosting our “Welcome Home” 
family picnic.  It was a wonderful time of sharing in fun and fellowship on a 
beautiful fall afternoon in the country.  We even saw a bit of a competitive side 
to our pastor!  So, once again, we are planning a Church Family Picnic at The 
Matthews, on Sunday, September 24th from 3:00 to 7:00 pm.  Please mark your 
calendars for this.  It is in these moments that we realize how blessed we are to 
share life in this faith community.  St. Paul’s is the wonderful faith family it is 
because of each one of you. 
 
We are also beginning the planning of a faith development series exploring the 
meaning of life.  Each one of us continues to seek a sense of purpose in our life, 
and understanding of God’s plan for our lives.  This question is a life-long one, 
and each one of us needs to continue to learn and grow in faith, no matter how 
old we are. 



 
As we continue to pursue our vision: 
 
“St. Paul’s:  A place where we dream of being a kind, thriving, 

faith community, loving God and serving others,” 
 
God has a place for each one of us, to help us pursue this vision.  As a faith 
community, our real assignment begins when we leave the St. Paul’s building. It 
has been a tough summer in so many ways.  There have been natural disasters 
across this continent, from wild fires and flooding, with no end in sight.  The 
negative political messages continue to resonate, and threats of borders walls 
and nuclear testing won’t go away. The world has never needed a message of 
love, hope and peace more.  Closer to home, we are aware of so many who are 
struggling with such difficult illnesses, and they just need to know they are not 
fighting this battle alone. 
 
So, this fall, we hope you will join us on the journey to explore our purpose in 
this life.  God has given each one of us special gifts. When we run to our 
strengths, and share our gifts, we find incredible joy.  In sharing our gifts, we 
don’t get tired, because these gifts come so naturally.  Think about the 
opportunity to use our gifts and serve our Lord, and in so doing, we strengthen 
the life of St. Paul’s?  May we pray that this is the year we take a giant leap 
forward as a faith community.  So many people today are looking for answers to 
those tough life questions.  May this be the year we can help them find an 
answer to their prayers.  May we be the hands and feet of Jesus for someone 
who simply needs a hand, and by reaching out in this way, we too may find the 
answer of God’s purpose for our own lives.   
 

Blessings today from St. Paul’s. 

 


