
St. Paul’s Today – May 5, 2017  
 

This past Sunday was truly a beautiful day in the 
life of St. Paul’s.  Two special young couples 
professed their faith in Jesus Christ, his death and 
resurrection, and declared their intention to live 
out this faith in their daily lives.   It was a joy for us 
to welcome David and Katarina Leech and Klaas 
and Rebecca Reyneveld into our faith family.   
The second blessing was sharing in the baptism of 
their beautiful babies:  Alexandria Leech and Bryce 
Reyneveld.   
 
Every day, we are coming to appreciate the emerging gifts of Pastor Al, and one 
of them is his connection with children.  The congregation was deeply moved 
as he spoke with such kindness and conviction, telling each child how much 
God loves them, although they may not know it yet.  He reminded them just 
how precious they are to God, and how He will love them their entire lives. 
 
As a congregation, we too were reminded of this, as we sang the words of that 
beautiful song, “Because He Lives”.  The second verse was particularly moving 
that day: 
 

“How sweet to hold a newborn baby 
And feel the pride and joy He gives 
But greater still, the calm assurance 
This child can face uncertain days, because He lives 
 
Because He lives, I can face tomorrow 
Because He lives, all fear is gone 
Because I know He holds the future 
And life is worth the living, just because He lives”. 1 

 

 
Pastor Al shared that the meaning of Christ’s death is the death of the power of 
evil in our lives, having been buried with Christ’s burial.  Through his 
resurrection, Jesus has rescued us from death, and promises us the greatest gift 
of all - eternal life. 
 
In the challenges of life, God wants us to call upon Him to face those uncertain 
days.  This is also the gift of being part of a faith community.  As a faith family, 



we share in those joyful days, like the baptism of our precious children, and we 
pray for each other in the trials of life.  We do not have to face those days alone. 
 
Yet, we are very aware of so many who do not know of God’s gift of life, and it is 
this incredible gift that we want to share.  It is our dream to thrive as a faith 
community, and be able to take the bright light of God’s love to those who 
need the hope and the joy this truth can bring.   
 
Over the past two weeks, we have asked God to pour out His blessings on each 
one of us, as well as our congregation and our community.  We have prayed 
that God will help us truly see the many blessings we have received, and to 
have faith in Him alone that all things are possible. 
 
So this Sunday, we are seeking to take a leap of faith as a congregation.  We are 
praying that God will help each one of us offer what we can in humble 
thanksgiving for God’s blessings in our lives.  In taking this leap of faith, we 
pray we can continue to serve Him, be a beacon of hope for so many others, 
and continue to spread this good news into our community and beyond. 
 
May you truly know what a blessing you are to our faith family. 

 
 
Blessings today from St. Paul’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Because He Lives, by Gloria & William J. Gaither, 1971.  


