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St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, March 14, 2021 

 
 
The moderator, the Rev. Allan Brouwer, welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting in the Sanctuary 
and Virtually via Zoom. . 
 
Rev. Brouwer constituted the Meeting with prayer. There were approximately eighteen (18) people in 
the Sanctuary and twelve (12) people Virtually via Zoom. 
 
Adoption of motion to meet in person and via Zoom. Motion by Roslyn McLagan seconded by Don 
Rumble.                         CARRIED 
 
Appointment of a Congregational Secretary   
Moved by Terry McKibbin, seconded by Linda McCormick to appoint Maureen Nicholson as 
Congregational Secretary for the Annual Meeting.                                            CARRIED 
 
Explanation of Change of Date: 
Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, people were not comfortable gathering in person. 
Presbyterian Church Recommendation: 
That this congregational meeting, held with members and adherents joining by videoconference and 
telephone be authorized as a regular congregational meeting for making decisions. 
Because members and adherents cannot interact together with this method, it should be considered 
irregular and reserved for use only during the pandemic with other real-time options are not possible 
and important discussions are required. Receiving this information we had to have two Sundays with 
announcing meeting in bulletins. 
                                                                        
Adoption of the Minutes of Sunday, February 23, 2020 Annual Meeting 
Moved by Linda McCormick, seconded by Laurie McCarney to accept the minutes of Sunday, 
February 23, 2020 Annual Meeting as circulated.                                      CARRIED 
 
In Memoriam 
Rev. Brouwer read the names of those who passed away in 2020. Eula Hunt, Ruth Brown,  
Eric Minogue, Mary McMillian, Charles Swatridge, Dwight Bissell, Gregory Vukson and  
Beulah McCutcheon.  
 
Compassionate Response presentation and request for funding. 
Heather Vanderstelt, Jane MacKintosh and Kathy Smit presented a video of Compassionate 
Responses. 
Motion by Peggy Johnson for Compassionate Response to receive Two Thousand dollars 
($2,000) if needed from the Trust Fund, seconded by Roslyn McLagan.    CARRIED 
 
Election of Trustees 
Moved by Don Rumble seconded by Linda McCormick that the following be appointed as 
Memorial Trust Trustees for a period of one (1) year, 2021. Harold Matthews, John Knox and 
Laurie McCarney.                    CARRIED 
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Past members of Memorial Trust were thanked for their dedication and commitment to St. Paul’s: 
Doug Buck, Barbara Christie and Chuck Swatridge. 
 
Approval of Memorial Trust budget. 
Motion by Roslyn McLagan that Memorial Trust budget be accepted as printed seconded by 
Kathy Smit.                           CARRIED 
Any bequests St. Paul’s receives goes into the Memorial Trust Fund chequing account until the next 
Congregational meeting for a decision to be made how they will be distributed. 
 
Reports on the Life and Ministries of St. Paul’s 
Financial Reports 2020 and Consideration/Approval of 2021 Budget 
Approval of General Budget. 
Rob reviewed the financial report from 2020 and the proposed budget for 2021. 
 
Motion by Rob Riley to accept the proposed 2021 General Budget as printed seconded by 
Josh Vanderstelt.                  CARRIED 
 
Appointment of L.P. Duynisveld & Co. 
Moved by Laurie McCarney, seconded by Terry McKibbin to appoint L.P. Duynisveld & Co. to 
conduct a Management Review and tax return.  
 
Rev. Brouwer expressed the gratitude of the congregation to Rob Riley for all his work as Treasurer 
and preparing the budget. 
 
Kathy Smit thanked Rev. Brouwer and the Brouwer Family for their leadership in taking St. Paul’s 
through the many struggles with COVID throughout the year. 
 
New Business 
Next Annual Congregation Meeting February 20, 2022. 
Motion by Linda McCormick seconded by Peggy Johnson.         CARRIED 
 
Amendment to date of Congregational Meeting to February 27, 2020. 
Motion by Carol Gee seconded by Debi Vanderstelt.          CARRIED 
 
Motion to adjourn Roslyn McLagan seconded by Peggy Johnson.                  CARRIED 
 
Rev. Brouwer closed the meeting with prayer. 
 
 

Next Annual Congregational Lunch & Meeting 
Sunday, February 27, 2022 

Following worship 

 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
Maureen Nicholson, Secretary 
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Report from the Minister 
 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
Romans 8:37 

 
St Paul’s Church Family, 
 
  Do you feel like a conquering hero? The Greek word for conqueror in Romans 8 carries with it 
the word meaning to overcome.  We shall overcome through him who loved us.  2021 was a 
challenging year for many people as questions and difficulties around the pandemic were 
constantly with us.  Then add on the other issues that many of us faced, losing loved ones, health 
issues, and feeling isolated and alone at times added on to our struggle.  The Christian life 
doesn’t view victorious living as trouble free living but victory is viewed as overcoming the 
challenges and obstacles that come to us in life.  How do we overcome?  By him who loved us!  It 
is not own strength or wisdom but by the power of Jesus Christ our conquering Lord can we 
claim the power to overcome.  One of the gifts Jesus gives to each of us is the strength of fellow 
Christians together linking hearts and prayers’ becoming Christ’s overcoming strength for each 
other.  Your support and encouragement to me and the leadership of St. Paul’s have empowered 
us to continue to overcome in difficult situations in the life of this church family.  Your financial 
support has helped us continue the mission of reaching all in our community with the hope of 
victory from Christ our Lord.  I am so thankful for the countless volunteers who selflessly give in 
worship leadership, VBS, food preparation, Sunday School, prayer, board of managers, and 
session.     
 
  As we enter 2022 we are still facing the trials of living in a pandemic and our hope is still rooted 
in overcoming by him who loved us.  
 

Blessings in Christ, 

Reverend Allan Brouwer 

 
Session 

“Purpose to provide guidance, leadership and direction regarding the spiritual life of the 
Congregation.” 

  The year 2021 was very much like the year of 2020.  The world was still in a pandemic.  The life 
of St. Paul’s and all churches was still under Public Health Regulations. For most of 2021 we were 
able to have in church service, with numbers regulated by Public Health.  Our church services are 
also presented live on YouTube. Session, Board of Mangers and Bible Study were held in person 
when regulations allowed.  When not in person they were held virtually.  Our sanctuary is a safe 
place for people to attend our Sunday Worship service.  All Public Health rules and regulations 
are in place.  A big thank-you to the Brouwer family and all others who help make our worship 
service available for in person attendance or on YouTube weekly. 
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  The Sacrament of Communion was celebrated in the sanctuary and virtually.  We held five (5) 
Communions: 1st Sunday of Lent, Easter Sunday, Father’s Day (Summer), World Day of 
Communion (Fall-Welcome Back) and Christmas. 
Our Christian Education Vacation Bible School was shared with The First Baptist Church, 
Ingersoll. It was held at the First Baptist Church. It was offered for two (2) weeks. There were 
Leaders and Helpers from both churches.  This was very much attended. 
  Due to Covid the Christmas Pageant was again different this year.  Rev. Brouwer had a small 
Manger Set that he encouraged families to take home and have it present during their daily 
activities. Each family had the Manger for a couple of days and then passed it on to another 
family.  The Manger arrived back at St. Paul’s for our Christmas Eve Service. 
  St. Paul’s is a compassionate caring church. The church has offered an office space for use to the 
Ingersoll & District Inter-church for many years. In late 2021 the  
Inter-church found it was without space for storage after December 31, 2021.  
St. Paul’s has generously offered Inter-church space to store non-perishable food items until it 
finds a new location.  The food it is storing is to help people in our community who are in need of 
food throughout the year. 
  The gifts from our Annual White Gift Sunday were given to the Inter-church to place in their 
Christmas Hampers. The hats, gloves, socks from our Annual Sock Tree were given to the Street 
Mission in London as well some socks and gloves are kept at St. Paul’s for our homeless or for 
those in need. 
  We are in uncertain times. Whatever 2022 brings us if we let the Holy Spirit guide us in our 
decisions our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will lead us through another year. 
  We invite you to share in the life of our church family. A place where we dream of being a kind, 
thriving,  faith community, loving God and serving others. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Maureen Nicholson 
Clerk of Session  
   
Active Elders 
Kim Harrison           Scott Janssens       John Knox        Laurie McCarney   Maureen Nicholson   
Rob Riley  Kathy Smit               Becky Tunks 
 
 
Statistical Report of Session 
Members on the Roll as of December 31, 2020  207  
 

Members on the Roll as of December 31, 2021  205  

 
In Memoriam    Dorothy Clifton, Margaret Paton, Donald Vyse, Margaret Marr 

 
Marriages   
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New Members Seth Brouwer 

 
Baptisms  

           
Christian Education Report  
As the previous year, 2021 also came with its challenges. The coming together of our youth 
through Sunday School and Vacation Bible School was very different. 
For many of the Sundays there were individually personalized carrying bags which contained 
crafting tools such as crayons, pencils along with a new week’s message activity inside that they 
could do as they sat with their family during the worship service. 
During the Season of Lent and Easter as indoor limitations had occurred, emails were sent to all 
St. Paul’s families with activity pages attached that could be printed out by the parents such as 
crossword, word search, colouring pages etcetera that could be completed as a Family unit in the 
teaching of the Easter Story. 
Vacation Bible School was the joining together of St. Paul’s and the First Baptist Church. It was 
well received by the community with a large group of children in attendance. 
A great big thank you to all those who served to spread the word of God through Christian 
Education to help teach our youth the importance of knowing who God is and how much he loves 
us. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Al Brouwer 
 

VBS 2021 
Vacation Bible School for 2021 was a joint endeavour with First Baptist Church.  First Baptist 
hosted the VBS and St. Paul’s provided the crafts and helped staff it.  Another new aspect to the 
VBS was offering 2 weeks of VBS.  Special thanks to all the volunteers, both adults and students, 
who made it a special 2 weeks in our community.   
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Allan Brouwer 
 

Bible Study Wednesday Bible Study 10-11 
The Wednesday Bible Study continued to meet, discover, and encourage one another as we study 
the Bible together.  2021 was a challenging year as we went from Zoom meetings at times, 
conference calls, and in person plus Zoom.  We started 2021 studying the book of Psalms and this 
fall we launched in a new study that we have currently finished and that parallels our Sunday 
Services.  The book we have been studying has been Gentle and Lowly The Heart of Christ for 
Sinners and Sufferers by Dane Ortlund.   Everyone in the Bible Study is at various places in their 
spiritual life and we are always open and welcome for anyone wishing to join our journey into 
the Bible together.  We are starting a new study now for Lent on Exploring Hope in Luke.  We 
would love to have anyone join us in person or online.   
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Allan Brouwer 
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Mission Team Report 

Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven.” 

As we approach the two-year Covid mark, I am mindful of how St. Paul’s has continued to be a light 
within our community. As so much has not been possible over the past two years, St. Paul’s has continued 
to be actively involved with the Inter-church as the needs continue to grow alongside our communities 
struggles with addictions, poverty, and homelessness. We have continued to support those in need 
through many of our seasonal projects such as the mitten tree (Mission Services London) and the 
Christmas Hampers (Inter-church).  We thank you for your continued commitment to sharing Christ’s 
love in these very tangible ways.   
Back in the fall of 2018 we were able to launch our Compassionate Response mission with the goal of 
seeking to restore hope through sharing loving acts of kindness to those we encounter in our day to day 
living. This mission has empowered members of St. Paul’s to reach out to neighbours, family members, 
and friends with love as needs are being met.  The goal originally was to empower the people who make 
up St. Paul’s to feel confident using their God given gifts to serve our neighbours and our community, and 
stories of individuals who felt so empowered have circulated as the people of St. Paul’s have found their 
own ways of meaningfully touching the lives of those around them. Our responses have included prayer, 
restaurant gift cards, prepared meals, prayer shawls, friendly visits, rides for appointments and financial 
support, among other more unique gifts.  As we enter into a new year and seek to continue to grow our 
Compassionate Response, we ask that you continue to: 

- Be Aware… of the needs of those around you 
- Let us Know… and we’ll come up with a response together 
- Go back with support and confidence … as we work together to restore hope 

Finally, we want to thank the people of St. Paul’s for their ongoing support of the various missions our 
congregation is committed to. None of this would be possible without your dedication and willingness to 
say “yes” when needs arise. 
 
This report has been respectfully submitted by: Heather Vanderstelt 
On behalf of the Mission Team 
 
Board of Managers 

The members of the Board continued to meet monthly in 2021 either in person or on zoom to 

discuss, manage and plan for the finances and property of St. Paul’s.  

Property: 

We were made aware of an opportunity to apply for grant money from Food Banks of Canada. 

We sent in an application asking for help to purchase a new freezer and gas stove for the 

kitchen and money for the Inter-Church hamper program. They approved our application and 

we were blessed to receive $24,750. We have purchased the freezer and gas stove and the 

Ingersoll and District Inter-Church received $7000. 

There has been regular maintenance done throughout the year on the building and to the boiler 

system to keep everything running smoothly.  

We have been following the Covid-19 guidance for Places of Worship sent out from 

Southwestern Public Health. 
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Finances: 

A big thank you to all  the congregation for their continued support through weekly offering, 

special offering and fundraising enabling St. Paul’s to end the year in the black! 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

I give thanks to all the members of the Board of Managers who seek to do God’s will for St. 

Paul’s Church. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Wanda Taras 
 
Board of Managers Members:  
Wanda Taras (Chair)  Scott MacIntosh John Knox  Don Rumble  Rob Riley 
Rev. Al Brouwer  Shannon Carlyle   
 

 
 
Stewardship 

 Matthew 25: 23 “Well done good and faithful Servant” 
  St. Paul’s ended “2021” with no deficit”. What a blessing and a gift to receive. In October we had 
a deficit of nearly “20,000.00. Nothing short of a miracle happened when at the end of December 
that deficit was wiped out.  
  God was leading his people. 
  Due to Covid and Public Health Regulations not a lot was done in fund raising. Staying 
connected to our church families we offered turkey pot pies, apple and pumpkin pies, Elmira 
Chicken orders and the Shamrock Metal Bin for scrap metal and electronics. The bin was emptied 
a few times in 2021. As well at the Fundscrip Program were gift cards could be purchased on line 
and a percentage from each card was raised. 
  With your prayers and support our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ will lead us through “2022” 
 

Submitted by:  Maureen Nicholson 
 

Stewardship Team Members 
 Rev. Al Brouwer Terry McKibbin Rob Riley  Carole Moulton Maureen Nicholson      
John Knox  Laurie McCarney 
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